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Abstract
There are two approaches to resource enhancement of depleted wild fish stocks: through stock 
enhancement where aquaculture science plays a central role, or through improved management 
of fish stocks. This paper presents an argument that despite major advances in stock enhancement 
technologies (tagging, genetic mapping, numerical modeling techniques), major hurdles in policy 
framework, science and information gaps, risk mitigation protocols and capacity gap remain. 
These factors are associated with high and recurring cost that requires medium to long-term 
solutions that ultimately, improving management and governance to recover depleted stocks will 
still be the best option available.
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